“Grandpa's Gift” 


Norman Rockwell celebrates the joys of the golden years 
When my father was still a young man, he created a remarkable series of por- 
traits of people in their golden years—people who were as vigorous, as in- 
dependent, as accomplished in their crafts and as wise in the ways of the heart 
as he himself would grow to be decades later. 

I've often wondered why he did it and, more important, how, as a young 
man (he painted “Grandpa's Gift” in 1922), he managed to paint the satisfac- 
tion he would later come to enjoy in his own life. 

As I look at “Grandpa's Gift” and the other splendid portraits that make up 
the Rockwell’s Golden Moments plate series, I think I have a clearer under- 
standing of the insights that gave my father the strength to be true to himself, 
to paint what he really believed, for more than sixty years. 

What strikes me most about “Grandpa's Gift” is the expression of concen- 
tration on the old gentleman’s face as he applies the final coat of varnish to 
a cradle that will soon hold the first of a new generation. I’ve seen this grand- 
father’s steadfast gaze before—his brow furrowed in deep concentration. It 
is the picture of Norman Rockwell at work. Even when he was considered 
an unquestioned master, just as we may imagine this craftsman to be, my fa- 
ther became wholly absorbed in his painting. 

We can tell by the grandfather's expression that, right now, refinishing this 
family heirloom perfectly is the most important job in the world, and he is 
giving it all he has. The moment he will cherish—and perhaps now 
anticipates—is when he will present the finished cradle to his daughter. But 
it is the gift of himself—his experience, his knowledge, his love—that creates 
the golden moment Norman Rockwell captures here. 

“Grandpa's Gift” was specially selected to inaugurate the Rockwell ’s Golden 
Moments collection because it conveys the realizations about life that Norman 
Rockwell discovered as a young man and lived to enjoy in his later years. He 
discovered that the important things in life—pride in one’s work, close family 
ties, and good friends—become more important as the years go by and that 
the struggle to succeed becomes less significant. 

“Grandpa's Gift” is a tribute to my father’s philosophy of “living life to the 
fullest” as well as a celebration of the rich, satisfying times—the golden 


moments—in our lives. 
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who were not scrupulous or careful, who presented some very 
mediocre pieces as Norman Rockwell collectibles, and who 
were more interested in exploiting the Rockwell name than in 
making fine Rockwell art available to collectors. We still don't 
want any part of that. 


Q. How did you decide on Knowles China and the Rockwell 
Society of America as the issuers ofa new plate series endorsed 
by The Norman Rockwell Family Trust? 


A . We've been very pleased with the consistent high quality of 
the collector's plates created by Knowles China, and I feel that 
the Rockwell Society of America shares my family’s concern 
for the integrity of Norman Rockwell's art. We chose the Soci- 
ety and Knowles because we want the Rockwell's Golden Mo- 
ments series to be an important addition to the collectibles 
market. 


Q. What might your father have thought about all of this? 


A. My father wanted his work to be seen and enjoyed, and 
it gives my family and me great pleasure to be able to bring it 
to a whole new audience. 
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Each plate in the limited 
edition of “Grandpa's Gift” 
is accompanied by a Certifi- 
cate of Authenticity and a 
Full description of its histori- 
cal significance signed by 
Thomas Rockwell. 


Charter of the Rockwell Society of America 


In affixing its official seal to a limited-edition collector's 
plate, the Rockwell Society of America certifies it to be 
a true Rockwell classic in compliance with the standards 
of significance and quality of the Society. To wit: 

The artistic significance of the work must be evident; 

it must represent a central achievement in Norman Rock- 
well's development; or it must define an artistic period 
or style; or it must represent an artistic breakthrough 
or other substantive aesthetic accomplishment. 

Additionally, the work must be historically sig- 
nificant in that it reveals some previously unseen facet 
of Rockwell's personality or represents a new direction 
in his artistic interests, in, or coincident with, the work. 
The re-creation of Rockwell’s artwork and signature 
in the finest china must satisfy rigorous criteria 
of authenticity. 

Further, the art must never have appeared in any form 
whatsoever as a limited-edition collectible previous to 
issuance; and the plate must be issued in a strictly lim- 
ited edition as defined by the Selection Committee of 
the Society. 

Only works that meet these requirements are eligi- 
ble for certification as true Rockwell classics. 
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